2007 Stream Baiting Symptom Library


2007 National P. ramorum Early Detection Survey of Forests
Stream Baiting Symptom Guide

The major symptom expressed on rhododendron leaf baits deployed in forest streams is a watersoaking and discoloration of the tissues.  This symptom is visible on both sides of the leaf, but is more pronounced when viewing the underside of moistened leaves.  Here are images of 2 symptomatic leaves from the upper (left) and lower (right) surfaces:
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The watersoaking can grade from very small flecks consisting of a small number of leaf cells, or involve nearly the entire leaf blade:
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Occasionally, the leaf may be nearly devoid of symptoms except for the petiole.  Symptomatic petioles turn various shades of brown:
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There can be considerable variation in symptom severity within a 4 leaf set:
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The dark brown discoloration at the far left was a relatively uncommon symptom in our ‘05 experience in western NC waters.  It may be more common after long incubation periods in streams.
[image: image13.jpg]


[image: image14.jpg]



Page 1 of 6

