
ADS and Disturbance Tracking ADS and Disturbance Tracking 
Focus GroupFocus Group

Consistency, Coverage and Consistency, Coverage and 
CowCowalityality

AwwAww Jeez…. Jeez…. 
where the heck where the heck 
is Ross is Ross PywellPywell
when you need when you need 

him??him??



Congratulations are in Order!Congratulations are in Order!

•• We Are doing Great!We Are doing Great!
–– All the ADS data is in!!!!All the ADS data is in!!!!



•• And we are making progress for National And we are making progress for National 
Access.Access.

Congratulations are in Order!Congratulations are in Order!



page opens displaying ALL insect & disease data polygons for most current year



Narrow data to be displayed by selecting a different year, and/or specific region or state, and/or specific damage agent 
or damage agent “category”, and/or damage type.  Map “disables” while selecting data to view.  Note there are “east-
wide” and “west-wide” options in the Region drop-down list.



Select damage agent by “category” and/or specific agent.  Note drop-downs “filter” to display only what is actually in the data 
for the previously selected drop-downs.  E.g. For 2005, in Colorado, 8 specific bark beetles exist in the database and only 
those 8 show up in the drop-down list.





Immediate ToImmediate To--Do List includes:Do List includes:
•• Add ability to toggle between map view and “report” view that shAdd ability to toggle between map view and “report” view that shows acreage ows acreage 

summaries for selected year, region or state, damage agent and dsummaries for selected year, region or state, damage agent and damage typeamage type
•• Add a download command that allows user to download the selectedAdd a download command that allows user to download the selected data as a data as a 

shapefileshapefile
•• Improve the cartography and base layersImprove the cartography and base layers
•• Finalize any web site and page design details (e.g. add an introFinalize any web site and page design details (e.g. add an intro page, resize map page, resize map 

when browser is resized)when browser is resized)

Then:Then:
•• Add a print buttonAdd a print button
•• Add legend view (probably displayed in a popup window to keep thAdd legend view (probably displayed in a popup window to keep the basic page clean e basic page clean 

and simple)and simple)
•• Add ability to toggle to an “advanced” version of the page that Add ability to toggle to an “advanced” version of the page that includes more includes more 

functions (e.g. overview map, ID tool, legend that allows turninfunctions (e.g. overview map, ID tool, legend that allows turning individual base g individual base 
layers on/off, etc., etc.)layers on/off, etc., etc.)

•• Add risk mapsAdd risk maps



But..But..

•• In spite of all this good work and In spite of all this good work and 
progress…progress…

•• We still need improvement and there is We still need improvement and there is 
work to be done…work to be done…



Frank’s not so Hidden ObjectivesFrank’s not so Hidden Objectives

•• A minimum of three A minimum of three 
resolutionsresolutions

•• They might look like…They might look like…
–– Flown/not flown, collected Flown/not flown, collected 

with GPS, submitted and with GPS, submitted and 
logged in National Databaselogged in National Database

–– Updated Pest List (PTIPS)Updated Pest List (PTIPS)
•• ErrorsErrors
•• A list that addresses A list that addresses 

“biological complexes”“biological complexes”

–– Simplify ADS standards to a Simplify ADS standards to a 
level that we can realistically level that we can realistically 
meet as a National Programmeet as a National Program



CowalityCowality IssuesIssues

•• Overlapping polygons that are not rectified (in Overlapping polygons that are not rectified (in 
damage and flown layers)damage and flown layers)

•• MultiMulti--part polygons (FHTET can add functionality part polygons (FHTET can add functionality 
in in ADToolsADTools to find these)to find these)

•• SPB numbers of questionable derivationSPB numbers of questionable derivation
•• SPB SPB polyspolys that are randomly distributed by that are randomly distributed by 

countycounty
•• Missing Surveyor and/or date information for Missing Surveyor and/or date information for 

flown layersflown layers
•• Entire states depicted as flown Entire states depicted as flown 
•• Missing flown data where damage polygons are Missing flown data where damage polygons are 

recorded.recorded.



Flown/Not Flown CumulativeFlown/Not Flown Cumulative



ConsistencyConsistency

•• Difference in Mortality Coding: Difference in Mortality Coding: 
–– Mortality w/ TPA/Number of trees in westMortality w/ TPA/Number of trees in west
–– Mortality with combinations of PATTERN and Mortality with combinations of PATTERN and 

SEVERITY codes in east.SEVERITY codes in east.

•• MultiMulti--Agent/MultiAgent/Multi--damage/Complexes/: damage/Complexes/: 
–– Should summaries of specific agents (like Should summaries of specific agents (like 

mpbmpb) also include complexes that are known ) also include complexes that are known 
to contain the specific agent in the mix.  How to contain the specific agent in the mix.  How 
does FHTET know and decide?does FHTET know and decide?



ConsistencyConsistency

•• Coding of similar phenomena in different Coding of similar phenomena in different 
ways makes reporting tasks equally ways makes reporting tasks equally 
difficult: Are they the same?difficult: Are they the same?

•• pinyonpinyon pine mortality(80004) vs. pine mortality(80004) vs. pinyonpinyon ipsips (11019)(11019)
•• Western balsam bark beetle(11015) on Western balsam bark beetle(11015) on subalpinesubalpine fir fir 

vs. vs. subalpinesubalpine fir mortality(80002)fir mortality(80002)
•• Mountain pine beetle (11006) on mixed conifer (high Mountain pine beetle (11006) on mixed conifer (high 

elevation) vs. 5elevation) vs. 5--needle pine decline(80003) on needle pine decline(80003) on 
bristlecone/limberbristlecone/limber

•• Decline (24008) on aspen vs. dieback (90010) of Decline (24008) on aspen vs. dieback (90010) of 
aspen vs. aspen defoliation (80001) vs. defoliators aspen vs. aspen defoliation (80001) vs. defoliators 
(12000) on aspen.(12000) on aspen.



Other more minor issues Other more minor issues 

•• Fire polygons: do these belong in the Fire polygons: do these belong in the 
database? Should they be included in database? Should they be included in 
mortality summaries? (they are not now).mortality summaries? (they are not now).

•• Other ways of depicting mortality on maps Other ways of depicting mortality on maps 
(by TPA ranges, etc.)(by TPA ranges, etc.)

•• Metadata: National metadata does not Metadata: National metadata does not 
incorporate any info the Regions may incorporate any info the Regions may 
submit.  Regional metadata is varied and submit.  Regional metadata is varied and 
not consistent.not consistent.



So….So….

•• Jeff Lock the door.Jeff Lock the door.


